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special study of solar conditions in relation
to electricity, and did much to develop solar
physics and astronomical photography

Delaunay, Marguerite Jeanne. See
Staal.

De Laval,  Carl  Gustav   Patrik   (1845-
1913), Swedish inventor, was born in Bla-'
senborgs. His most important inventions are
the steam turbine and the cream separator
which bears his name.

Delavigne, Jean Francois Casirair
(1793-1843), French poet and dramatist, was
born in Havre. He was educated in Paris and
at seventeen composed an Ode on the birth
of the king of Rome (Napoleon's son). De-
voting himself to literature, he wrote Mes-
seniennes (1815), a series of satires against
the restored French monarchy; and during
the decade 1820-30 produced his principal
plays including: Les Vepres Siciliennes, a
tragedy (1818); UEcole des Vieillards (1823),
probably his ablest composition; and Marino
Faliero (1829). His finest lyric was the bal-
lad entitled La Toilette de Constance. A col-
lected edition of his works appeared in 1885
Consult Life, in French, by Vacheux.

Delaware (popularly called the 'Diamond
State'), one of the original thirteen States,
belonging to the group called the Middle
States. It is bounded on the n. l>y Pennsyl-
vania ; on the e. by the Delaware River, Del-
aware Bay, and the Atlantic Ocean; on the
s. by Maryland; and on the w. by Maryland
and Pennsylvania. The State covers an area
of 2,370 sq. m. of which 405 sq. m. are wa-
ter, and is, with the exception of Rhode Is-
land, the smallest State in the Union. Con-
stituting a part of the Atlantic coastal plain,
Delaware exhibits little relief in surface fea-
tures. Although there are some rolling and
hilly lands in the northern part, most of the
State is nearly level. At the southern border
cf the State, extending into Maryland, is the
great Cypress Swamp, 12 m. in length, and
covering 50,000 acres. The climate is mild,
with ample rainfall, favorable for farming,
and is generally healthful. Clay soils pre-
vail in the n., and are the best for general
agriculture, especially when treated with
marl. The sandy loams of the middle belt are
devoted to fruit and berry and vegetable
culture, while the sandy soils of the south are
given largely to strawberry and peach grow-
ing. The marsh lands, when drained, pro-
duce good crops. Corn, wheat, and hay are
the principal crops.

Delaware has no extensive mineral depos-
its, and the mining industry is chiefly restrict-

ed to quarrying granite, marble, arid serpen-
tine for building purposes Clay, the chief
mineral product, is used principally for manu-
facturing brick and tile, and is found in the
northern part of the State. The principal in-
dustry is the manufacture of leather. Pulp
goods rank next in importance In the
northern part of the State the Delaware and
Chesapeake Canal (13^ m.) connects the
Delaware River with Chesapeake Bay. ID
1927 it was made into a sea-level canal. The
population of Delaware is 266,505. The larg-
est cities are Wilmington, 112,504; Dover,
the capital, 5,517; New Castle, 4,414 The
constitution of Delaware now in force was
adopted in 1807. The executive officials com-
prise the Governor, Lieutenant-Governor,
Attorney-General, Insurance Commissioner,
the Secretary of State, and Treasurer and
Auditor of Public Accounts. The legislature,
termed the General Assembly, consists of a
House of Representatives of 35 members,
elected for two years, and a Senate of 17
members, elected for four years.
Under the Reapportionment Act, Dela-
ware sends one member to the National
House of Representatives. Dover is the State
capital. Delaware takes its name from Lord
De la Warr, governor and first captain-gen-
eral of Virginia, the name having been origi-
nally applied to Delaware Bay by the Virgin-
ians. The region was included in the British
claim as a part of Virginia; but the Dutch,
in virtue of the discovery of the Delaware
River by Hudson, in 1609, and the subse-
quent explorations of Mcy, ignored this claim,
and in 1631 founded a colony on Lewes
Creek, The settlers soon aroused the hostil-
ity of the Indians, who destroyed the colony.
In 1638 a Swedish settlement under Peter
Minuit was established near the present site
of Wilmington, and the country was called
New Sweden. During the period 1640-55 the
Swedes and the Dutch of New Netherland
waged almost incessant warfare, until the lat-
ter finally succeeded in gaining the ascend-
ency. In 1664 New Netherland fell into the
hands of the English, and Delaware remained
under English rule, with the exception of a
brief interval in 1673-4, when the Dutch re-
gained control, until the War of the Revolu-
tion. The Duke of York made over the ter-
ritory to William Penn in 1682 and Dela-
ware (the 'Three Lower Counties on the Del-
aware*) was considered a part of Pennsyl-
vania until 1,703, when it was allowed a sepa-
rate legislature, continuing to be, however,
under the proprietary government of Penn-